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Twice Told 


Inthe Edterial the last Newsletter referred to a suggestion 
by Big. R, Lotaranjan io repiint some of the mere sirlang 
ariclss of 9 oasl, and | rapontO.A, Slalmand’s atioe ct 
February 1372 jn thes issue. The respons to Staimand’s 
idea by RE. Hawkins, B.S, Dharamshumarsinhii and 
KX. Neclatantan wil follow in eter Issues, Perhaps some 
fof you maiko to play ie game ane gard tha reaut fe the 
Noweloter 


‘Rescribing Colours 


‘One of the prabioms of = birdwatoher Is describing coleurs, 
ard as far as possible we should stancardise on the teins 
‘we use. Not an easy task, but in te Birds of the Indisn 


Subeortinant, Grimmett, Inskipp & Inskiop make usetul 
Taiyyesivas, | auule Tom Wie hile) taper | Moe 
this book. 


We have attempted to 2e consistent in the use of rms for 
Hlumayes volours altiouglt we lave alined iy Seu Bie 
‘simple by confining ourselves lzrgaly to these which ae 
currant In widaspread use. An attempt 19 use @ more 
disciiminative aad comprehensive nemencia:ure (Smithy 
4678) was quicky ebandened, since colaurs in the natural 
\sorldare Nini nore corrplaxthanare covordby Smithy’s 
Useful uid; moreover suc tems can te used orly #readere 
ate feria” wht the svarches (le. a colleen cf SAMpleS) 
cf colour and I atists have been able tc folow them. Certain 
tarms have been usec ‘requently, arc some 
explanation: ereatn is ve eel of milk otsem: buat is a 
Geeper sclourthen cream, a ll Erownish yellow, wth fuvous 
beeing Gaopor apd etconger sill; cheetnut ie raddich-brown 
(browner than rufous) and the colour of the “ut oF horse 
el ba AusCulls lle Is fa CONDI OT a gre cle 
ed with brovm; anc vinaceous 1S the 
‘colour of rod wina.” As the authers say the use af the ward 
‘pale’ ard atk’ bo‘cra t-ese terms wil ads mora predic, 
Fall, "in compotind colours the dominant colour is siaced 
laste thus bluish grey fs yreysr than grayish blue". Let ue 
atempt to folow ths patter, 
onal Sneci 


In the Editorial of the July/August 2000 Issue | made an 
appeal or lunde to enable us la spon a hird forbs pred 
Ne KA Ehola Shetty, £%-C.C.F. Taml Nadu (Now at Bi 
£02, South Cty, & 7 Apis, Tol: 658/48) hae offored Fe, 
41,000, and there is another etfer from S. Goal Sundar, 
fron) Sie Miatte stu of Was, Delma Dun, oF RS. 800, 
‘and Gopi Sundaris attemping t go further funds rom frisnds, 
sear Toethl tas sent fs, “03, Bok & Tanye Sievart ct 
\attkanal Shols Trae Nireery, PO. Rox 108. Kedsi«sral 
(624 101, have premised Rs. 6,000, Asnok uma’ of Wid 
Life Soaloyy of India, Debi haa offered Rs. 1,000. So we 
ere geting on and | hope the figure of He, 16,000- i ret 
beyend reac 


Offer of £600 by Willam ¢, Selover 


Rl Selovat whee arice appeared tha.lanvFeh 29na ie 
Lunder th Bille *Bielualchirg fom Lalpuri Ressavoir io Crissy 
Fieid’, has cifored to revit $ S00 (about As. 25,0921 at 
today's exchange rate) to the Editor for any sultable 
conservation project, |vrsta t9 Bll !1c: | will request ti: to 
end tre amcuni only after | wes sure that the money esr 
be used fer producing gccd results on the graund. So if you 
have any fees, please lat me lenave | oy nat wart the money. 
to gp ive research er further studies. We all kaw wh 
needs b ue done, [ie problem’ Isto achieve elleotve rasule 
‘on hie erouné, Maybe some of wou ars in close fouh wits a 
\watland which can be protected hy the planting of trees 
round il; by opering use inflow of rain water arbleckig 
2 seviage line. So litle needs to be dene to regenerate cur 
lene wie ne sereiiarr sun in ine sky profteing its energy. 
Bo apply your minds to tis tle problem and then we oan 
rake (se of Bills offer, 
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The second Salim All Inerational Aware: was confered on 
Mr Pater Jackson by the Sambay Natural )istory Sacely 
inBombay on the 14h of September Luckly | was invited to 
‘hair the nesting arst ea hia he hood Trlune 10 Sen 
Peter's erudite lecture on the alatus of cet famiy fh India 
But Pete: has also done a great deal for our birdlife, anda 
ava om the Citation react a8 fllone 


ir Pater Jackson has'devotad a oreatoart ct his lit tothe 
sauce af sorsarvirg the widifaand natural resautens of Inia 
He apeathaaded the conaervetion of endangerd wid cats, 
especially e tga), and other endancered species lie Asian 
clephants and rhinoceros thicugh tie UCN's species Survival 
Gornmisslor. anrthraugh resasrch and nublestions. Through 
his contacts wih the ate Pare Minster, Smt. Indra Gandhi, 
Mr Peterdacheom as instrumental in establ hi7g Sultan 
Bird Sanctuary near Daly end the Porbandar Flamingo 
Senctuely In Gujarat Wr. Petar Jackson as also a close 
associate ofthe Inte De Selim Ali” Reacts wil renell Peters 
fascinating plese on the pheasart-alled jecana mn our 40h 
muiivarsaiy imsnbay 0 Nuvesiber-Deuriiver 1888. 


Aft the meating n Yurbal, Petr wort 0 Oelniand ta 6 
What he wrote to me after reaching hore 

“ly visit to Delhi proved to ba very exciting. 1 stayed with 
Figlsety dls | rau Wes Us vii “iiy> sarc at 
Sultan anit said there hc been no water, and there'are 
npbitdsioy sevsrel years. seemed ionic thatthe sanctuary 
‘should be dying just when | ressived an aware that cited my 
rob in. establishing i= Nevertheless, we desided to go. The 
Ditecior reseteo me ena sia mex she previous aay er 
anfeemen! Fad been reaches to provide the heel with five 
Ccusecs Cf cane’ waces or 6 daysia vow eri he water 
had sarlad io Tow white was thereto prepara the placa for 
‘avsitby the Chief Min str! Tals means « water supply similar 
tb thay srovdea By monscons, and release wil Tolow tne 
patisin. there wete actually pons witn 2 qcod number of 
‘waterfom, and @ resting colony cf siciks, spoonbills etr 


has Lave aelailidied on eos plantod in rooantyare. Es, 
provided the water authorites keep their premise, Suteour 
has @ bright future”. 


S_Serre 


\have jusi heard atout the death o! J.S. Serao who wasfor 
many years ‘he Senior Stenogracter of the ENHS. When 
Salim Ali decided ta embark on his 10 Volume Handbook, 
his was desparately seetang an assistart 1 help nin wit 
‘he task. After sorte frutiess efferts in the open market, 
Selim tequested the Executive Cammittes of the BNHS to 
Ind hin Sarzze wininh thay rt Sali tld ma anna that 
without Serrao the Harcbook may notnave seen the [gh of 
the day, ltias only Certac's deciaation, and nie phenomenal 
memory which mace tt possible for al the details to be out 
I olace, Wher the 10th Volume was complete Salim 
preseried Setrao wih a cheque of a thousand rusees, and 
fo Sei avitwas nel the ameuni but the appreciation betind 
tho gif set was co valuable. 


tis sad that no man is « hero fo hie velat. but Salim wae 
certiny ¢ hero to Serra. And, 25 | have acknowlsdged 
before Gorrne woa oF inmauinble “2p t the Newalette init 
early years. He seved the Eder ftom mary a slip. and his 
meticulous eysiestying made the Newslene a presertabls 
fier, [see fiom a recent nofe sent bv Aasheech Pitie hat 
Sentaghed cansrbuedas many 2s 34 notes lo die Nensleler 
between 1008 3 1906. Al very worthahie, 


‘The Peter Jackson Pri 
Entios ae invited for the aboveprize whieh cartes ctafon 
and a cheque o' Fs, 1000! Elgile to averyone who can 
‘nist himsalf fo fllthe muth & sapiens che desta to win by 
the slightest ‘alsehoos, 


Farfcipants must inform the Eultor of thelr 
partcleats befers 21.42.2000, 


fon to 


The orzes wll be siven Yo the indvidial who wan alate to 
have seen and r20ares ch te spot the largest numer of 
birds spewee eaan batvaehi ha haute of Bam to 6 prm.(6 
18 houts) on any singls day of hs cheioe between 1.1.2001 
weaz2on in fiecase of bros wnose pieserca isunsval, 
of of warties & birés of pray where icentfication is cca, 
fBlevert nates ‘rust bs provided (with refsrerce 10 EO] fi 
4 RIS te ethers) fr arnfiestion 


The acitcr wil anccint a tdye whose decison wil be final 
znd the prze wil be given belore 91.8.200%, 


Gites auction ofthe arte on Vaderthancl ics 
in the Newsletter (Santharam & Menon. 1991), which 
had ems dotale ef wateibird populaioncinthabind eanctuary 
between 1981 and 1991, | came aoross some: interesting 
lfrmnation whist: mmugHnwhulk ne worst staang vt 
‘our readers. This Includes references to the sanctlary in 
“The nest end eggs of indan Bids’ by Alan OHune and 
coded by Eigene Wiliam Cates (Voll) eubished in +30 


More on Vedanthangal Birds 
V. SANTHARAM 


Fist Valley Fiication Gants, Fish Valley PO. S17 552. Critaor Dist, (AP} 


(ond Eaitien}; amounts hy REP. Bates banged om his vista 
in 1825 and between 1823-20 published oricinally 19 
SEN. ana subsequently camped in his book “biraH’s 
in tndia? (4934), an attics itled ‘Vevanthanoal’ by DA 
‘Staimiand, publshed in Newsletter duly 1971 laste. 

The account of Vedanthangalin Hume's book (Pg. 238-239), 
ighy an anonymous writer and gives a cond deecringan of 
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{is sanctuary and resting ajc of the waterbids He says 
“From the northsest to the centre ofthe bed of he tank 
there are some fve 70 8b hundred tees of the Barrotonia 
‘acorns rom about tno titer fost neigh wih crelar 
gue moderated crane, and when Het te whee 
itdoos durin tho marsasns, the tps only of eee are 
[ust vsiblo above th leva fe wator Thais 0 extinate 
Ofte populaier size of Decay Unis: mnneroe 
hhumoer of watetow ~Perons, shel-blees, wate:-cravs of 
Comorants, darters ana padchbras ara ey ake i et 
Tendarvous on these cesasions’... The rats lle Sd 5} 
de touching each other, those ofthe diferent species 
‘etangeel igre nf un ers ot mse ae many a ten OF 
iueniy an sach Nes 

Who Bates visited Vedaninangal in November 1926 he found 
there were 5800 ofthe Bervratenia tees, Gut the ere 
tenkwas dry custo hafalure off monsson and ro nesitg 
tGokplce. In 1608, he again vstod Ma alaca fh Novarener 
He says cf the ‘oll vurcer of beds..." a ciewd waase 
numosr | found W a9 impose ily te guage, ineug alo: 
fther iit, Lenimatedtarboing rot nse an fa theusare 
birds, One oF my trends inssted on thirty fovea as his 
ctimato, co | certainly think that ry cempuaton ean he 
jnaen en no way aa exaegeraton egaraing the 
‘Composter ofthe species, Fe says: “Rouchiy... only stoul 
aug othe tees we'e oncwpied. sropaby 188 nal, tse 
inthe sheloyer water beha void o birds. Nahe hevo%s and 
Gurrorants foTmed easiy tee-quarers of a populzien 
auth spoanbils ct « bad hire. On noasy tho sam av the 
Felowing year |Your prectialy na dtfererce.” 
present elow a sumrary of Bios extmatea*halneiidual 
species for tho period 1925-1940 

‘Lie cormorant - Na rumbers qvven. Bu: ne says: "really 
Delors thal ths nesonry to lnc an occupied ro, witrout 
same eatrorants ne init youd be rps 
{Bates had not racorded sha Incian shag. Howavas hie 
fitotegrapts sloarly show indian shags whch ee lebeled 
3 "tie cormoraris' Gu bolt speues wei probe a 
Darter ~*1 dou: 4 there were more tan half a dozen pars 
While kia 10 pain in 1998.99 9 78 In 1200 20 
Soocnsill - A few colonies of consice-able strength, 
Exitnate: 900-200 pars, 

mech ster - 1921.29: Cocine to les than hak a deaon 
iteos (No guise ghen| “929-89 -2n0 

Sieyheron - (No gutes aver} 

Litta est = “No mene than  dzan ware bestia in ey 
Maret 1828 and on Fabnuory 16th, 1629, 1 saw only 9 
fairs ove of which was butding thle the othet Was stl 
loping Bates also martons hal grat nun of ies were 
Suonarsune tan ane ana thet thay wore not areeding there, 
but ware merely using the tees as restg slaves, 
Nohtheton- 1229-30 the right hercns wera In epsasally 
largonuribars and easty cusrUmberes the corrorants when 
| sited the tank on Deceniter 23th ard rebruary 16h 
“Ties le by Stan was mo} repent (19 Nan cone'sts 
of extracts of hs leter te Prof. KKK Neslasartan ane the 
Tater's tepy. 


(We Staimnandhad visited Vedanmangal on 1th January 1977 
and was dSapacinied atthe state of tio famous harenry. In 
contast to Juan Spille’s observatons in the JBNHS (Vol 
S5:839 663] 068) thet she canopy of a grave ef SoC 
Baringiona tiees occupied abut “a¥ the rea of the tank 
(Ga which thes beds rested) he could court only about 70 
‘aes which cccupied about on-erkt ef the area othe tank. 
Gn enquiry he was 2216 by soma covemment employees 
Hat biste ese 117 Bazriqgionias inthe tank and st the 
est nad al ded of old age in tne last 2-3 years which to 
Mz, Stamand saurded incradiblo, Hp Eruched asic theit 
figure of over 10090 bres on the tank as pure fantasy and 
fie whovgh there were just arout 1,uuu Bids. He sew iow 
cearlets and no policans or sicrks ether ther opertils, 


In hs reply: Prof, Noclakantan wrote of his visit te 
‘vedenmangal ust six davs after lar. Stairmand tap, He 
co expioesed shock atthe sch ofthe scattered, diseased 
looking trees. He however, ‘lf thatthe tigurs f 1.600 birds 
WWne ton Ieas an actimeta thniiny he Himself hae mnaes ne 
Count. But he neted 11 breeding spaces - while ibis, ile 
‘cormorants, a few shag, daar (abour £07), openb'l stork, 
Catt egret, Z omer egrets lite and radian), spoortill 
sgiey neronana mare rercr 


Prof. Neclakarsan else expressed grave concsen over the 
piscarious survival of the Berviryionia trees. He noted that 
{hare Wate wo inperant changes at Vedantiangal sie Ils 
promotion os an offisial sane “he phosphata-rch water 
1s no longer released into the rfghbourig files, sd the 
‘rational pation i remnuing ait fram ine tanened annual 
(after the tirds have le") has beon stopged. Could these, | 
‘wonear, bathe r2asens for the desey ofthe wees" s alay 
noted that ere was ne nézulal reganeraion of Rerringtonia 
‘and attempts to flant did net succeed es Te sacings dis 
not eurvve tho fist doedira, 


In concluding the nate, McSlainnand echoed the views of 

Pot, Nealakatan, He also acreed that his "estimals ol 1000 

‘inde nesting was elttle too low out | would stress ens point 

leary - many bids that had gone lo Vedanthangal © nest 

are nat nesting when | saw them. Thay simply had not got 

tho space. “Ha siso fet itmay ake mary years 3 restore 
lenthangal sits former glory 


Wall, tha sequel to the story is that by the late 70s, the 
Forest Department plarted several Acacia rilotca tees and 
aes Jily W lhl ebainate, thie wuIe SOOO Ades ane 
almest 100) Saringtona tees (Paula) 1984). Gur eetimatos 
ff the birds from 1981-1991 have shown that the bire 
opuilntinns brim remained at RANI he the gure: 
estimatec oy MM. Krstnan (1961) and Spilell (1968) end 
that the acditional wees dié not dtamatealy crease Tie 
nating bird poptiations. Iiwas noted thee the naw plartec 
Acacia treas Were chi socasionaly used as rasallan, 
thouah a fey species used twos from these trees fr ling 
nests (Sanirarem ené Menon 1957) 

Botwoon 1991 and 1956 | hed fewer occasions to visit 
Vedan:rangal and eI "vad po chance af anvinting the hia 
A brief visit wes med in 1936 (14-15 February). A rough 
‘limite rovoaled the preconss 3 around 5000 sida, 
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Apteper count was mace en ®ndMarch 1997 ansthis revealed 
‘an inorease inthe rumbers ofthe nesting ates ta over 12.500, 
beds | give halow se figires with the maidemim Agutes fee 
1987-94 petied for sormparison. 


Specie 1007 Maxinum C98t-€ 
pollediiied pancans 7 i 
Cormorants (ite, shag) eo 
Darter 
Grey weron 365 
Exot (ite, median, 2158 
Night heron 791 4 
Seoorbil 85 409 
White Ibs 1095, 4b 
Ginsey tis BT 
Ozeroil stk 1202 608 
Panlsd sok. 583 100 
TCA, Teds : 


(ote: Buing the period, 1961-31, epottedsiiad 2eteans were 
prsesrt in-emall numbers bil had not figured in cur coun 
Daners too were not courted bi* their numbers have: always 
been low, Right Herons were not counted earler bezause of 
their remaining inside tre foliage during day. 6 ossy iis 
ale new adcitons 19 the sanctuary) 

‘Compzzing the recent figures with those of the ste 1920's, 
We find certain species have menagec to maintain their 
populations steady: {i nat increased in numbers) ~ 


cormorants (ie and Indian dvay?), grey heran(?), night 
heren and darter could be seme 3 therm Genbill stork ard 
white ibis have shown increase in their numibers, Spocnbil 
appears to be edverealy afiscied from 300-400 pars, ft s 
‘nun te 60-TP0 indivitvals Only a frection of the eares 
[resentazpear io be breeding and nenoiesot Bates dicate 


That thin han hoon oe sven i tho, 1080'r 


In the rocant times. there has been an invasios! by some 
few speces and they have settled down ta breed in tro 
sanctuary, 


‘They Include spottedaillad peliran i-estinn since 18R4; 
painted sicc« (eince 1986) and tre glossy ibis. The last 
mentioned species has teen seen in the fast 58 yeas n 
‘gpod numbers and there ate reports of it Breeding in the 
‘sanctuary; though [have not seer it mysett at nest, 
Feaular mcnto-na of the bird opulations af YVedanthanaal 
neds fo be cared out o understand thei oynamics ary 
‘nil yell isefil Insights to manane this ancient heroney 
the years to come. 


Feferences 

{Gis (1208) Vota aie WalesdiniBarcliaiy 

‘TN. Forest Dept Publeaton 22pa. (nari 

Fal 9.1884) es ca Vero gpl i Sencuray Project Pert 
FiaiPatl 62 

Saniharam V. and (8. Menon (1291). Some ceservtions onthe 
‘waterstd populatiors of the Vodarthangal bud sarcuayy. 
Newee-er or Sitcaichers X11 12} Pg. 8 


[Dit ets es werent come ate te 
[glued to the acular af my fisid-scope tying to sort 
through thousands of wintering ducks auton the Carembolim 
leke, | heard some cars crive up behind me. A babble oi, 
mosty, English voices and some commetion ensued. Wren 
Tuas able 0 lackup from my task, [found myself surrouncied 
by 16 Bitch and Scanuniavien bdwalchers ustaradaround 
AT tepod-mointes fale acopea, trying to notsh up a fon more 
“frst sightings" for their Iie-ists = an almost evarycay 
‘cosurrerics banyae Novoviver arkl Mary, Gus. along wt 
Such farflung countries as Gamblain West Atfica and ®usrio 
Fico in Central Amerca, has bacoms 2 Mecca for 
BBrcivatchers from the West. And in Gos, one of the main 
aiiractions is the Carembolim lake, 

Inis snatiow resnwates|rgedon tenkotc.0.7 sq.km, shustesd 
ose to the Woild Heritage site of Old Goa, thas tal, North 
Goa distr, sustains, throaghou: Ihe yes, a larly large and 
‘varied porulaion oftesidentwaverfow/ ard, h winter, anoftan 
immense nuniter of migratory ducss. 


“The melo resiten and wintering eux sputlus 


Lesser whisting teal Dencracyana javanica: A wnter visitor 
in rapidly inereasing numbers (Irom 260+ in Jan.£9 to 
10000 in March 27¢0). Cnly 4 hanctul of bis oversummers; 


Waterfowl of the Carambolim Lake 


HEINZ LAINER 
Pralas de Sr. Artonin, Anjuna 402 609, Goa 


reading was recorded only once (Cet) 
Pintall Anas aouta: A regular wirzer Visiter with maximum 
‘urbers, n Jan.-Feb,, averaging close 1025000 over a period 
6 years. In January 38. mare than 7€000 birds were 
Setimated to bs present for a ooucle of weeks, ths laigest 
umber lor any welland covered undar the annual Asian 
‘latarfowl Count (AWC) for tis year. The drought condtions 
frevailing in norhein india had anparenty forced the pintals 
furtier soull into the peninsula, where wotands vere fled 
by « aulidart moraoen 

Gargarsy Anas querquaduia: An aver: 
vinters raguiery, a maximum of 8200+ was counted in 
dant 

Cotton toal Nettapus carerneridelianue: A winter visitor 
Punbeing up & Odd» (Jan99) end resident in very small 
rumbees. 

The folowing dicks are mors orl inter ister 
CConimon teal Anas ejeonas up to 200, 

‘Spatbil duck A, poectloriyncha: enly 4 records ef up w 12 
bids, Nalard A. pletvinyricros.3 sightings ot up 1S birds. 
Gadwall 4 strepere: 8 records of up to 5 tiris 

Wigeon A panelope: up to 5 birds in 4 sightings, 
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Srovetar A elypouta, ans eyulaily up Ww 10 vind 
Common pochard Avi feria: single sihting of 6 
Whito-oyed pachard Aythya nyroza: up to 3 seen on 5 
‘ceasions. 
amb duck Sarkiciomis melanntas’ ne 
birds; nurbers are dé 
nat wate 
include. 
Indian reet heren. Coretta guts 
esctans (up to 25); 
White-neeked stork Glsanie episcapus (up to S8V tense 
edjutant Fepropis javenions (sorasianal sings shite ibs 
Thieshivnie avilrupiva (up ty 19), ulossy ibis Plesauls 
‘alcnelus (up t2 44); speonbill Pietalealeuccrodla (up © 3} 
Watstooae Gaillorax airarea (nwa sightirgs of 2 and & 
rmosrhen Gatinula chloropus (up to | 000- winter vistors) 
purple momen & porphyrio (residents, ineluding a few 
breeders, number &209. wincervistors up 50}; 200% Fuca 
sire (up 10 2000+ winter visitors}; sheasant-taled jacans 
Aycrophasianus chirurgus (resident and winceting birés 
funibet uw to 690, eparse breadler); bronze-wingad Jacane 
Metopitius ncicus reecing resident, ut mainyy vintor itor 
In numbers up b 200) 
‘The AWGs of the Inst 15 yen'a have shnwn “hat the 
Gerambolm Icke ip 8 major wintsring querier of migratory 
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‘openbil stork Anssternus 


Wyck the woke ol the balla paciisula aiid one of te 
most mportant.of the sukcentinert, Under the Ramsar 
Geavention, which India signed in 1982, tis humble village 
{ank would easily qualify for inclusion in the list o over 300 
pro‘ecied wellands of nternationalimporance thewerldover, 
Yet the Goe govemmert in ita siscom deers it unworthy 
ven fp be declared n bid sanctuary. On the contrany, 4 has 
allowed the Konkan Halinay to lay is backs snack rough 
‘he laze and sven build astetio on recleimediand. Housing 
states are incting ever closer tothe lake shores, The lene: 
forast-gunrd statianod thare is cowarlons against tho 
politically well-connected pozchers that rald the fal 
occasionally, 


bn recent years, the nurse of migpateny ducks te alive 
marked “uctwations (a more than 40foid increase of lesser 
‘whisting als againstanalmost 19-folddlacraase in piel) 
bios causes ars no! inmedictey anparent ithe abscne> 
of comparative maveria tor the now ds'unct AWCs, Though 
‘he weteriowl seem vinuelly impervous to the dsturtance 
breated 9 tirs on the emankment through the axe, the 
ensuing and ever increasing bustle a: tho railway station wl 
carain'y havo en offsct the long run 

The walerfow cl the Garambolimlake are not undarirmedieto 
‘heal, as yet, But their suryival i the long run wll depend 


trie Gor paket iiranees ts peact hem 
a 


“iy Mid-air Predation on Palm Swifts by a Prowling Raptor 


he pariah kits (Mirus migrane) is a common reptor 
‘oceuting nt ructiragail Many bras cen bs saen acing 
igh and Iau, afding avd soaring ovarthe city ands environs, 
AES pm. on 2% ily 1998 abour 260 kites agains: tra far 
carzcrn sty anc cimbing high averhaad, cites rarh on 
‘ne thiok-gtay clouds and the cael booze. A a milar 
Ehetomenct Nspperied al 6.05 pm. on 13 Noverivsr 1998, 
raw with only abcut 150 betas that moved high, soread all 
ever hawking insects ir the a Joned alsc by tie local unge 
choms. They iivved wilh aint dsagpeared. Ayal, ii 22 
September 1298 about 150 - kites repeated:he performance, 
calncident with the gathering of clouds vitaout rain; 
‘yera na jundla erows ta pin tam tris time: The strange fact 
Is that the cengrecatien of the kites happened almost et re 
same pcint on the esstem herizon anc moved West hich 
cverhead Gould they heve been only cesicent bids? 
‘The kites are <now" to consume arything that can be 
procured, trem iitehan refuse through offel and garbage to 
fanhunerns, waged taraitea, Ireris, mes claanled youn 
birds, young chickens and sueklings ard bats besides (Al, 
9 & SDRivuy, 1967, fll, S. 1996). Nunayeatsn, E (1289) 
has reporied on the white-breasted kingisher naving falen a 


H.DANIEL WESLEY 
South, Tir-chrapalll 620017 


426, Ramalinga Nages 


prey lo the tie. The baya weaver birds ere an item of 
‘00! [oo jWvecley, 1891}, 


|.was scenning the sty for migretory Bireés over my house, 
Ey 5 p.m. on 18 Seprembor 1209 thare silddenly anpearsd 
high over he yphisinfeeted felis «cont sort ofpam swite 
|Cypsiuras pans pessbly of two eub-species, the numbar 
sweling to over thirty bids. | vad ezen a maxirum of only 
sixorsobinds atatme around my house. (he abrupt newase 
may have been a migrent influx. That palm svitts morte 
has net been known irom cubished accounrs. On ‘he days 
‘elowing &, tre sumbe fll below the norma’ in tie midet 
of the restless conceu’se of the palm suits were sailing, 
ee sharks among ish shoels.a few pavah kes The awits 
suiceealy twisted and tmp in tan groups The cause was 
“ara kite had snerched ofa tirdand sailed away, wearing it 
rnd Holdhig boiarsn Me alerts, AC8.20 jm erother 
Kite hed caught bird ard, slightiag on a coconut leaf ba 
oplumedit. Eyen asasecond birdhad oon lost loa prea, 
a thrd fall a crey to ancther kts, As the sun slid down tie 
Westem sky, by 0.09 9m, 1one of he suitsremaned, Whish 
way they went s nardto tell The sky was clew ofthe rapters 
10, 


ensletterfor Brduatchors 
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Monitoring Waterbirds as a Lake Management Tool 


‘flier this year | Wert to’ Udalpur to participate in the 

Zanel Warkehep on Lake Managemet 07 — 28 Feh 
2990) organized by Jnecl Sanrasshan Samii (JSS) and 
Vidya Bhavan Society (VES). The worksho wuss spanned 
by Global Water Partnership (W®) - SASTAC Reginal 
Gerire wit the (win objectives of (a) Klontiying the fesues 
need to be handled for ntegrated management of the 
lakes in the wesiem zone of Incia [Rajasinan, Gujarat ard 
westem Madhya Pradesh, (0) expionna ihe possiites of 
estzblisning a network of NGOs, inetiuiens, crganizat ons 
Interested in geting invriver in fake eeneervston issues on 
fr leng tenn bass. A chatter of recommendations was put 
fogatne: by tne delegates working lh small groups, This wes 
later consolidated and ‘ac into the main document for World 
Water Vision 2025 whieh was aert to The Hague for the 
Secons Word Water Forum In March 20c0. During the 
‘workshop Dr. Te) Fixedur ol Ibu JSS tock us om & tour of 
Udaipur and showed us he extant af pollution ard 
fengoashirerts fe beauteul oy lakes 


bh Hs Hhaugirnl acdross at the worksiojs Me Jagot Mahia, 
ecForeign Seoretary ofthe Government finda, whi tkirg 
laboul! is larayei fresh water omoy fenimtked ™ magice: 
‘Tone cay ven puja would have to bs partrmec with abotte 
‘of sien water. This remerk sums up the sad realty namaly 
‘hat evan plain water whicn was once in ebunderee Is now 


fast becoming a precious =ommodty. But while for most cf 
durlakes the elarn bels are ringing loud and cicar, signs of 
a responce 1 the orcis sre also emergng in the fon of 
public concen about ther satus. Also, what Is now auke 
flea: 


& fhat te develop effective stratezies for thelr 
‘ustalna 2 Use of water rasourers, 


In this workshop | presantad a few ideas avout using 
waterblrcs as dio-Indicators ang instituting birs count 
programmes at urban lakes, inthis note | repreduse some 
Bt fSe points micet at Uesipnr ne ope al brates 
Wil fied Wars iveresting, 


| suggested that along with traditional parameters viz 
assessing physico-chemical characiristics of wate, counts 
indices of mero and macro-organisns aie, Ino 

c0ud bo 2 ussfu supplemencary exercise, Whi 
‘or his woulelbe wel known to most birewaichers| erumsreie 
seme below: 


The popular interest in birds is much orecter than in any 


ABDUL JAMIL URFI 


‘Sundarvan Nature Discovery Cenite, Jodhpur Tekra, S.M. Road, Ahimedabed 369 015 


much easier to find birdwatchers than, say, emateur 
toteniss, inrologists and ticrabislagists 

2, Bitds are far more visible and easter to track than their 
prey ard mar abi “9 fae ford te dleorly ted te tha 
fiming and suroess of hai Leading elfors 

2. Waterbird as a group have « variety of ite styles and 
changes n their habtet (la, waterlavel changes due 10 
silulion, oduct uy of Oper water areas due fo spread ef 
water Hyacinth or grasses etc.) are easty rellected in 
cortespording chances In thelr communities and 
opulators, Inthe context of lakes this point slgnfoant 
{Lepaus? birds uso esouroos Net only in she [ako oath 
tut acress the whale catchmont area. 


Which biras to montaris an important question, In 2 broad 
sore, walewilus bulong to two distinct vategories, the 
inigratory ard resident. The migratory waterbids use 
Feeources across wre globe In a cyellcal manner and thalr 
populations in any given lake will desend unan not only the 
ondtions prevalling inthe lake and its catchment area but 
fsa Devord the boundaries ofp eaichmmant area, Soseral 
fotos viz broscing n tre narthem nesting grauns, pesschig 
and ntner dejarimamal farors in the nigrnadiate stzging 
ars2e will all play a cart in rogulating their populations. 
However, uhen tie objective ofthe moritofing pregramme is 
to provide a bette: handle forlakemanagemert than resent 
birds son provide u reazonably geod inciealor of local habitet 
conditions. This may includs heronry birds, teals, sale, 
jroanes of 


For lang farm ber! population monilorng projects for take 
management it @ practical t2 oansus Birds on an annual 
Eaes,. Ths ig because organizing a kird count is a costly 
Event in tems cfresources anc te, See the exercise wil 
fnvelve wolinloots ike beet te Hing tra avartin euch a way 
‘fat biniwatchers are free to partsipate. Se bird cours could 
‘wins ce with Dival/Dusharra halicays when more people 
218 free to devote time to their hobbies. Alternatively. bird 
‘counts can coinede wh environmental events suchas World 
Envronment Day, World Welland Day, Widlifa Weak 


Finaly, an imporiant question may be who wil organize bird 
counteverta at urci flees. Perle pe ary loonl eavomraetal 
or fon—governmental body, which is already monitorrig 
‘water quaity parameter. Grouos of interested clizens who 
are campaigning to save lekes could ls0 initiate such 
programs in kes in their cites, 


thse group, and whanever volunteers ave aeeted it er 


Nowaleter for Bhtwstohers 


a 
he Regional Rescarch Sttion, Mudigoro (18° 7" 29° N 
75° 37 a5 & G8 m med) i located within 2 typical 

Mainad havitat whinn cepresanrs the tris Western Chat 

situation, It Is needless to descnbe how beautiful end 

Important iti in soncerving tho gioat dlvarcity of Bide. | 

‘nould ke to share my experience with you wbout the tre | 

Teave spastic eld iu. Tidus Ten ta teed 

bird watchar | eo have the tabit ot observing bircs 

‘ecasionally ana icerty a Hosur (x=) xD.) ana Ted 

nota hock whenever | go to th fad 


On the moming of 22nd October, 1999 al $00 he, the 
eailior was vary uleusisit (Tip, 20°C, BH S226) ess ms 
going towards my offics. Suddenly one R.C. Krishrappa, 
listermian rushed iowaids me and requested me to caich 
the white breastedkingtisher(/faloyon srmirnesis) which was 
‘tapped inthe tshing nef covering the fisheries expermertal 
none Immadintaly we caneharithe anatane while lwan ning 
fo take the phctogreph, the trapped birc escaped. 
Novorholocs, whils rotuming,| heard vory noiey calle o*irde 
‘nom 2 plot adjacent tothe fish ponds. | slow moved inside 
lhe pel ted wees Unley ave a ray wl Links, There ete 
move than £0 species. The important point | vant o stress 
here is rat ma Small nabtst (70 20u sqm atea consisting 
> 15 forest tree spp.) such & lege number of bits were 
found wih varying aatvitias. | apaned my cinoaular end 
‘dontiied thar to tha bast af my knowlscos. Then | went 
back fo ry office and listed thern by refering to the Book cf 
Indian Bie 


Among the birds sigited, saradise fiveatsher (Tepsishone 
aradls)) was the one which astonished me by ils playful 
Achilles: are tha ather Ane was tha Valve frntact nitatch 
(Sica trontais) by the way it was seerchieg for is food. The 
{ollow ahacikes its (Paria yarehoganys) wore Biay with their 
Aggreccive call, cnee-chee while In quest of food. Among 
Ie alle, emilodizus one tke the waiee ut Irie Let, 
of the Malabar whistling thrush (Idyopionus horsiieldi) 
dragged menearer to its presence. | tated its call and 30 
my sutpiise it responced immediztely and started flying 
Jowards me and | could sae the Ard very closaly ard realy it 
‘Sabeautfulblid. Anether rtarsstnigbird thet have abcervac 
wae the black drengo (Dieruns adic) which broke the 
Silane by ulorng'2 varnly of salle, come closely resaribling 
other bics (shikra hawk, chlowpsis, et) | could soe many 
more birds. | should say this was the rarest opporturity a2 
ie could see ather oround bres ike gray jangle fowl (Gels 
Sonera), orange neecea guna trust (ZooRers Darra) 
and a wator bird, the white breasted water hen |Amauromis 
Dhoenicunus) sic. atthe eame tine. Any bird wetche woule 
hays loved this sight, 


The birds idanttiad are fisted below 

| Femlly : Muscicepidee 

1, Patadso tester, Teosehane card! 
2 Thor ira Grooms suori 

3. Tietals wale, Phylecocus afte 


Unforgettable Moment 


DLE. THYAGARAL 


Associate Proleesor of Entomology Ragional Recsaich Station, Mudigere 577 192 


Nastle bin, copsyotus esearis 
(range tested graune tush, Zootiers ering 

Beck bid. Treus mena 

Neier nhisting fnsh, Myophonus hore 

inte aroma oround nen, zaosara cite cyanots 
lus throw: "Woatcher, Mosclspa ecules 

I Farily : Pada 

11. Yolen erooted se Pee werinagarys 

JiLFamily: Sige 

1 Family : oteitides | 

1s YR magn, eI ev 

44, ihe vata, Motacita aba 

Family: Cicanitae 

15, Tikal’s tower pecker. Desai anthmsmynaras 


16. Nini ita oie, Zosterone palptross 

0 Family = Conidee 

17. eesan tan pe Dita wagavinin 

48 lunge cox, Conus macys 

49, Sel whisked bub, Pyenenotusjecue 

Dc Family; renidse 

2h, Sono a, Aes 

22. Geld renee coronas, Chorpsis aittons 

3 Faniy : Crietda 

23. Goleen ane, Onde asic 

Xi Family: Cucuticas 

24 Kou, Eudyrwins scobeces: 

ul emily: Psiticae 

25. haere parskeat stianila kramen 

25 .o:eet, Locus vorais 

27. Flyer plyeen, Colum frie 

28. Spoted da. Steptepoin cxnanae 

30. Niue seen, Cotunty cette 

XIV Fay = Bucerotiige 

St Alea grey Pern il, fockus gases 

XV Farily : Copitenica 

82 Smal aren bate. 

3. Cimgon breasted sarbot copperemit, Mecslima hasraceohats 

Xa Famly : Phasianisoe 

2 Gray gi fot aloe soneae3s 

XA Fenily : Atodinis 

25. Vins brsiodlintevor, Major ermine 
Family: Pcidse 

3a, Lecam goden baci wd pose, Bitte ese 

XIX Famiy :Pitidoe 

3% no pra, Ps ecay “ 

2 Family : Dicurdse 

38 Racal Sled dongo, Decurs paradseus 

38 ack droge, Dien ase 

40. “Birctested droga, Dicrrue Mentone 

441, Vnitetoliod oreo, Dioures eaerleeoens 


Newietter for Behwatchers 


38 Fay + Sturnidae 

42. angle mma, Adame fuss 

48. i myea, Gives reigaca 

XXI Famiy -Carpephanicne 

3a" Seal miniel Parencete caramels 
vous tues Ske, Lantus sokach 

Farnly + Nectanidae 

© Litle sper hun, Aachmamara iongrseiie 

Seal sun bird, Mesa ratnins 
Purple sin bid, Noctama assica 


42 ite Pease qrar hen, Amauremis phosnoue 


Reference: 
(AS. (1905). The Book odin Ends. Sule AY 31h Cena Eston 
ovis and nianee, 


a 


An Account of a “Probable” Mixed Communal Courting 
Behaviour in the Purple-rumped Sunbirds 


2, Sagar Hulung, VieHoag, ancien (wy. Numba: 


he article by Viktarr Gadagkear et.al, NLBW, Yol39 

Nost, or tie yickab carnal courtship of te yelom 
wettled lapaing Vanallus malanarcus was most inte-=sing 
“Thore are maviy covasio, | am s96, n every birdwatchers 
life when he er she is left cueless wi regard to certain bie 
bena\ior. However, if not dacussed, such observations at 
permanentiy hurod tn crea mins uniose te or aho ie 
oalranted with a simile etuation, which may or may not 
present itseit over This 1s clear from ther artice, as the 
incdent has taken mere thar fie vears to surface. tis bette 
lots then never tnounh Sich cotes howover, wave the cotenta, 
to urew ulhore fram the field fo make a colestive sffort at 
solving such fiddies without igno-rg them as aber‘ant 
Denavir. 


| 90 wuld the to atere a simliae baorvaten with my tela 
birdwatchers in the hope ef plausibe explarstion Iwes in 
Bangalore for most ol 1998 & ¥9. Duerg my slay, | visted 
many othe birding areas in ard ercund Banazlore. On one 
such outing at Kalkere Reserve Forest adjacent 10 the 
Benrerghata Nationel Parkon 25h July 1998, tearascres 
anunbalovacly argermixectleck of purplerumpad suntirds 
\Necteania zayionica anc aele-biled fowerpecters Cicaeum 
enathiortunches on & bambec srcket It was 11:00 In the 
‘morring. Inisly, | thought that the mass gathering woul 

save baer caused due b & predator [probably snais} anc 
tiecidedt to exolore the surreundings. Seon, | was eure that it 
Yas nota ‘arsed Danavier as Mere Wes Get Ney na PIERO! 
‘cher around the hemton. lessolnvestigated!thanearayregion 
lo See if thete was a flowering or fruting tea, which could 
ave drawn their attention, but couldn't nd ene, 


‘Tra bids were extremely voeifercus and in great numisers 
My trends ane | could count at leas: 13 pairs of purse: 
ruMped suritds ane! akou: 16 ocle oiled toworpeckors. A 
soilaiay jungle pinia Pinia gylvatia was 2le> soen in the 
thicket, ofo>acly as oatleg as we Were. At IS JurctL | 
ecided fo aporoach the locaton through ths lantaa buses 
10 odsene the spoctacl in greater defal. Unpaturied by 
ur pisvenes the binds coninuad Iheir ciatsinng. The male 


and Pale-billed Flowerpeckers 


ANISH P. ANDHERIA 
NO Use Eemank: aanisneratiety.com 


abide would repeatelly take fo wing, Multar just above 
only to begin all over again, The flowerpecks's too dd a 
slnilr ect but it was dicut to ciferentiate between tha 
‘sexes. In fact, the flowerposkera ware to bolder of the two 
sfeces and afer individuals came as close as ¢ ‘eet trom 
‘re, The bids hele their postions even when | wees rahe 
below tre tambon, | was oovious that he commosin was 
entered siound the ‘cmaies as orly the malas haverod, 
ccasinnaly chasing cne another. On refuting to their 
respective perches the males excited moves their h 
from cide to sids ccoompanicd by 2 harsh cong The 
Nlewcrpenkes wore inne way loesauslbie then the sunbide 
Their display (luton) was a Ite briefer compared to the 
sunbirds but repeated at 2 areater frequency. 
‘The'rbo behavior could well be atriauted to theirreluctance 
to.give-up « hard semed (stratege) perch. | eva0d there for 
nearly ten minttas tthe actly sertin ved with urwavering 
vehemence, Ajumble of questions eruptes thin me what 
ceused this le-ge agslemeraton inthe first place? Whet 
was the reason behind the riutunl tolerarioe of the tes 
speges? ily yey Jiey sy possessive about Ihe bargoe 
thicket? Was it a semmunel courtshic etal? If ves. “en 
why havent anytocy teked stout i? The spaces) under 
serutny ae farly oamman for sarreone te negleat such a 
pronamnencn, it assures regularly. 


Itmay however be possible that «few yoluble caurtng pairs 
‘uuld lave stfnulated the nesuLy individuals to go into a 
courting fre7zy. Bu: then, wily was ite mixed flock? Is 
theresame sort fresamelancebeween the courting cehavior 
ifthe nan spatian? Isit-nnta eannnmine| ta he able tn ene 

With mera than one femala sinru taneously? Carmunal 
Courtship deficitely makes a otof sense, especially eno 
stall bleds th high metabolicra'ss, asit can help conserve 
ergy that weudothorwise be squandered in searching tor 
suitable mate, Flockug s fairly well known a orget the 
Passendae. a¢ more bids are doublless'y better equiopec 
to detec: pradctors even when they ere preoccupied wi an 


Newsltir for Birevaiobore 


Acliviy as intense as couiting, However, | am unaware cf 


sucha behavior i species’ belonging to Nectarinilae. So. 
spon fan iatant fretdend®! Twa crue highly encase 
‘hough! | would sincerey invite the readers te comment on 
‘nis of omer simiar observation $0 as 10 lana on a wangibie 
enswer. 


once agan commend the authors of ta aris onthe yellow 
\watted lapaings to have thoughtin simlarlines. itis vial lor 
Hirdweinmora to dlosuce their azcounts with otiers in the 
field so that a logical and unbiased injerpretaton cen be 
artved a. Itonce again highlights the etactiveriess of NLENY 
in bridging the cap between people with similar interests 
inespective of their physical distances 


y 


‘ormany years now the DDG radia has rin’ programme 

‘called ‘Decer lead Disos’ i which a person is asked 
te assume that he or she is cast eway alone on 2 dasert 
island wh rescue only a remote possibly. The ‘castavay 
is allowed ten records to take nto tho Desert isiend and 
Fequiroe to give reasons for his or hor chuios. As a alight 
and appropriate -vatiation | would Ike tc choose ten species 
UF Lids Toule have with me - assuring te almost 
impossitle and complotaly horiing possibilty trat ao birds 
‘lrcady avlsted on arvieted the isand -endgive my reasors, 
| would, however. make crs or lwo presandltins shew? te 
isand; & mast have a good lace, vers ard a vared type ct 
Frablta. And the birds weld, at rinimum, Bo poi n some 
‘species small partes, 


41. Pita: THs delight bird would bs my first choice. Once 
the bid Losame tuotig # would ba 9 gront joy te wath 
hopping around on the ground and diggng vielenly into the 
ufo fer fusucts all the while, with feaves fying and the 
pitta keeping 2 dead-pan face, file breeding soason the 
pila would cal fromhigh up in the tees and at all tes 
‘colours would ba flambayen 


2, Dipper: There is io more exciting graund bind te watch 
than the dipper as it plungss into deefering, ‘oamirg, nigh 
velocty watsr in imid-torrent. In moro peaceful maacls of 
‘evening | would watcn and Isten tothe dipper snginghappily 
= ieomewhat nvcroly from a atons Inmid-stresm white @ 
fenae would be bathing and preening hzisall on a nearby 
rodk Ht reaatness forme night 


3. Osprey: To sce an osarey haver over wster about C0 feet 
Up, then drop and stike the watar with a most tremendous 
splasi before dsappearng pele the curtace ana then emerge 
a second oF iva ler with its prey he under foot is a raat 
eypariancs. A really thilling spectecte, A palt oF ospreye 
used to be af Whar Lake. Ramey, amin sheet arch ad 
I hope they stl ara. F any reacers inthe Bembay ares hava 
ever waiched an osprey fahing | sucgest that they could 
{de no better than try their hick at Vika 

4. Spotted owist: | vsited the Ghana, Sharsipuy, lest July 
and wae vory fortunate t2 say ate Mest Ilouse wind have 
Ms. Panaay for company. Acjacentio the Rest Housa balcony 
je rinysone stand ~ originally ntenced to hold potedplants. 
However, these rigs are aut to a fer better use. Just on 


Castaway with Birds 


DA STAIRMAND 
eps from Newsottr of Fabruary 72 


ish elects Ighis ete sertviny nr aiuari le Ris Mouse 
‘and these attract night dying insects and, with therm, a pary 
of spotted aviets. The awlsis use ine nnige as perches and 
‘those sbsolutsly deligntty birds sally to and fro ftom the 
‘and al night (I know, because | got up fron bed &! mide 
fightand 4 a.m. to cantina my watching which had started 
&79.1m). Sometimes the Dités - up to 7 - cesconded fo tha 
Ground ard moved quoldy 19 plole ue insects ous meinly 
they flew and returned to 2 perch wth the vieim had ighily 
in thelr clas, Whatovs they dd they were delle ul (S0r), 
but lust mstse ts word tine and agai) do cn of 
my most esting and vid impression of Indien birds 

© Yellow way Niel Wy ice nelly ates beaut 
in suinmer dress, but it was a hard decision 2 discard the 
‘gy weatall and the yatlouneaUed wagtal. Al wagialls are 
feally lovely bids but the few yelow weatalls | have sean in 
Inets in summer plumage in ete wintor or ear'y summer just 
tipped the scale in favour cthis spacies I mate no axcises, 
bit realise | shall probably incur the wrath of meny grey 
agi onmusiaetel 


6. Commen green bee-eeter, A ctiange choice, you may 
say, Why not the chastrut-aeaded cr, more te tha point, the 
buetalled? Perhape itis cange, bt fon athough | enor 
Bastioven is the greatest composer cf Westar Classical 
music my faveurite composer ig Delius, So riy favourite bra 
‘cate is the common green you all know it- and skallhava 
pany of us on my Deserisiane, trark you, What lun thoy, 
wil bet 


7. Malabar whisting thrush: Itmey be a bitshy but when ne 
teiny, coucy, stormy weather comes it wil mate and Bui 
its nest and stll fr time to sina let of the daw And | can 
‘uateh those marvellous flashes of cobalt against £3 hive 
black beckgroune! I ound the limalayan visting thrush 
litle disappointing - is a fraction too big end sturdy end is 
‘songifefr The whsting sctuulbuy fete ulsappoliry 


8, Plad kingfisher: A very handsome bird and really tha mast 
exctng kingfisher thet one can watch for long period of ima, 
It perches on vanlayy yviiie Uver water elt ts Fuge Dil 
pointed downwards Ike a fle then takes off 10 hover over 
Water betare plunging exctingy ler *3 pray. does this for 
hour after hour and I could wetch itor year efter year. Seo 
though, that | cannot tske tho three-toed forest kngfsher, 
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9, Lite egret: Elegent, active enc, above all, the most 
becutiul of all birds in ts breeding plumage. Need | say 
merc? 

0. Reckotalied drango: A fascinating, inteligent and 
beaut Bic, With seme luck | coulé tame it visit ry nut 
anc “art on as drongas ce. Always it would te at the vary 
centre of rife 


Somy list often has ended and | have hadto omit sersonal 
feuni@enard wanaithites sith aetha flaningns faeans, 
radstars, tis, sunbirés, swallows. sarus crara, ivcatcnars 
(Paradies, back end orange, fentell), miata, pelicano ard 
carmorarts (which could have nolped me wi: fahing), 
‘woodaeckers, rollers, oroles, homblls, ete, etc 


The Duet Islander usually slowed a bonus’ enc for this 
Til tekea bird | have never seen in the wild tha blackhazded 
sibia. The are | romember was in a large mixed aviary at 
‘Abriedabad Zoo ard its colours and calls were pure del ght, 
{hope other reaters wil join in this Game, -Ecitor and space 
pparmiting! Tha cheloas woud cently be varie 

[it would seem that avery Inclvdual species has qualtes 


‘which woud just ts nel. sion inte frstten ard the choica 
Navid ramfeve eu th he very arbtenny Ris Mi Steirmand 


tas nflated an teractng game. {hope several of out mers 
wal say fe Eat 
eo 


| crez stance «fac n god avining, and among na 
no-nos vas the tendency af biograahy reviewers to Boast 
abcut har owe hob-nabs with tte susjest Your reviewe sl 
topsatadly commitths cum. On my 11 vs to Madras in 
the ear ‘70s. M. Krishnan arc incu invited me fo 4 
sumptuols south indan luncr, complete Wah canana loat 
fam aahing <oae Jolie. Atjr teal aalation pein, "ALK 
Said Wel, i seems you didnt ike the food afer al, We 
sepa ra beeen ria yh 
But you haven't barbed, he objectes. inthe 20uth, a good 
9 burp s the only foglimate complrentta he food." dd 
imy best but could erly menage a squawc Fortunately my 
thes companions did much beter (Beth Eaing emiert 
pecple, | wor renian thee naraea have) 

Kichnar’s wings reves! this inp sh zest for fo. The eter 
Ram Guna slsmisses his ‘ole in the making ot “Nature's 
Spokesman’. diritg a tsosnt eavec-iop | "eax im sey 
tha: he'd only “cut togsttar kishnan's places,” He has dons 
mach more, actually. The extremely deod ineducton ard 
tha sslacisn of these paricular 68 erilas (aul of sors 
200 the Guava tang) has Already assited <righnan Aa 
important place in the waxorks of incan naturals, This 
mnny not Fave mshenviee happonse; barns iene ae Ms 
tim ofen go beyond solciing burps, and manage to make 
eheinies. Rishi: was airesietiisiuent etd Suthaly 
eccenticihs wes Huntand straigtonvard anetosk en many 
arompous andinefecive oeal, ne had abatit cf sucoony 
frepsing old fards for some Imagited reascn. This let | 
knew wel, because | was one of the ercpped: however, | 
Surf to rie Hie ed epi hs werk. Guha es 
Sorvinced is that we nan orenthm these ile aocentioaies, 
ven the wot of hs covtibution tethe cause otco"servaion, 


‘Thepileces Gune has chesen display Krishnan's @acrdhnary 
leamning. He makes passing - tut relevant, there’ the tast= 
fofstaroas to Engish romantic poet, 10 eciinty oroket, 12 
the iterary ecology of eve in arcient “literature: he even 
‘quctes, for heaven's aake, Santi-muththap-pulaest Thera 
are of course mary personal observations of willife which 


Krishnan’s Spokesman 


ZAIIDA Wi IKIAKER 
4106, Cainced Apts., Koramangals, Bangaia’e 560 034 


Aroviow of Newre’> Spotosman, M. Xtishnan and Indian Wile, ed. Ramachand’a Guha, OUP, pp 29° 


are Invaluable, such as his thecry about the ecologival 
tbanntts of tho "pire periag" in miceurnmar, when forest 
dueling animals go hungry aad thirsty and mey even de, 
llonze had tha misfortune of geing for a walk in Muduralai 
ith Krishnan and ean vouch fers staina in spa of baing 
heavy emncker) ancl courago. |dan't know f coirace fs the 
‘igh word thouohy it was a som of unéar absence ct fear 
Constantly resaring his archaic camera - the carrera which 
fies taken such stinni-e piaiograrns - ne sought, ana 
followed, and stud ad the foreel ard is w die for the sake 
ff knowing and nat because nawas on a granto* fellowship 
or assignment. Perhaps this sracies of naturalist wil son 
be extinct 

But‘or mathe mostattacivepert ul lhe book is helangusge 
Felt. Krishnan was a writer of such finsssa, style and 
elegance thal ove wents to read some cleces agzin and 
‘gan. Theta ie evcrnwhore the chart and flalr which nae 
the burping sessien, couplec of course with is intimate 
Frowiedgo of the culjoot and a vocabulary thal ae ane 
ceorety pooking Ins the Onfars every now end chen. And 
then, there's his sense o* humour... somsthig which 
‘bandos so iany welers as soon 88 pen hits paper Lam 
sure this 200k would be an ellecvereader atthe “igh sera! 
nid college level. 

have jist one ons to pick and ite a very email one. I fee! 
at Kellar’ catia ieorous leans ia naturist who 
Ie sill around, end lisely to feel embarrassed- could have 
bean left cut tis obvious however Wal Gua included ‘in 
order t ilustrats Kris"nan's ary outspoxennass, and not 
26 2 valdaticn of that paricilar msste. 


Last, anc:her word about the editing ane Introduction. You 
cant writs about a leamed man unlees you're learied 
yourset, andhere Kriginan nas Te: his match. Gufa’s assay 


tn Fis Ife ané achizvements wi put MLK. on top of the ist 
Thida’s ace naturallsts. Sadly, I's not a very loay one, 
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FIRST RECORD OFNILGIRI THRUSHZOOTHERA DAUMA 
NEILGHERRIENSIS (BLYTH) FROM SALIM ALI B/D 
‘SANCTUARY IN KERALA, JO MATHEW, Pappailtouse, 
Keerampare, Kemamengalar, Emaialam (Dis), Kerala 
Ur Toth January 2uUy at Uy. hrs. 2 bron co.ouIed arge, 
scaly thrush was observed in Thettekked birc sencuany end 
it was idsnitied as Zoothsra dauma neigherrens’s. This 
‘sanetuary Ie altuevod I> the Emaktulam (Dt of Kerala-Tho 
Sanctuany is the catchment area of Bheotierketu dar. The 
tensin isundulating and elevation ranges belie 36m. and 
‘590m, [Latttude : 76" 451N and loroitude : 10° 7 - 71" EL 
The gancivary hes topical evargres1 forest, tropical sami- 
evergreen ‘erest, tropical deciduous forest ard there are 
patches of grasslands alsc. itis spread in zn area of 23.18 
qk. The forest consists of tal rees of Tevminalia beers, 
Hopea parvitiors, Bombax malabariaum, Hystorarpus 
pentendea, Terminalla pertoulata, Tetramalea nuciflera, 
Teriiveaia enmentses eb 


Around 09.25 hre_while observing « pair of orenge heaced 
‘ground thrush (Zoothare eyanonis, and fore! wagiall 
(Denaronantinus inelous) | caw a bird fying in and eittng 
nesta cownat The bire sa! abou’ 18 frre mn, Theebid was 
searchirg worms inthe cawdung. Tao mcming was bright 

ind. Ate moment. 


y difficult for me to photegraph the cira. But 
uiiretsy after long hours of harewerk | wee able to 
phiotogrant it. Later after washing the rill identifies the bird 
‘as Nilgrthnush (Zoothere dauma neligheriensi), Tre myna 
‘Sz0d bird hac boldly scaled ucoorart end urcerpart with 
the golden ‘ulvava spcts Isrgely suppressed, als) ratized 
the shy behaviour af the hire. t roppod alon srantiyan “he 
floar, turning overarficking the dry leaves n searchof wore 
‘ar inst in fypieal rust ike manner anc when dsturted 
the bird flew up and perchac on a te, it'sat ratonless for 
‘awhile and dsecended again immadiatoly as its suspicion 
vide layed, | was else able to hear ie call 'e sharp kioe- 
22). The bid usualy remained very quiet. | vas very familar 
withthe eapearance of the brd from Birés o* Kerala [Sem 
Al, 1984 (pate 18)) It meichadl perforily wit the iustraon 
ofthe Nigif trruch. | checked the icentying festur 
times over tll | was abie to make sure about ts 
‘was able te observe this bid in the same area nearly ater 
ons month (Feb: 8t* 2000), 
His observation lr Thala, Salen Ali Bucs Saratuary 
foclit that the dieibution of Zocthere caus 
efgheriarsis, extands to low larc forests of Kerala. 
Reference: 
‘AiSalin (1984), Bid of Keats, Babay eur Hetoy Soo Munk 
Fichacd Grint, Cao Inskipp and Tir Insp (1993) Bre o'the 
Insian ubsortinent Christopher Helm & end © Bleck 
Londen (pubis 
AiSaiin and.0, Filey (1083), Hanabook one Bires ef India anc 
Pakisan oampact elon), Oxere Livre Press,Doh, 


rato. Nig Iinush Zcahera dauma neigherianss bya anes 
2, Faali'snighijaCaprmugueaffrs by Aby  Yaighese 


aa8 
FIRST RECORD OF NESTING OF FRANKLIN'S NIGHTIAR 
(CAPRIMULGUS AFFINIS) FROL CHARRUPARA IN 


KERALA, JiJO MATHEW Papal! House, Keerampars, 
‘Komnemangalam, tmakulam (List;, Kerala. 


(On 6h March, 7928 arouns 18:90 fxs, waa observing apa 
ofsrrallgreen bee-eaters (Meraps orfentalis)engagedin nest 
building at Chamypara (Latitude : 73°42" N and Longitude 

10°6  E) close to Salim Ali Sid Sanctuary in Emakulan 
(Gist) of Kerea. Charmupara (Atitude 50 m) is stuatec on 
tho suthem kane cf tha river Poriar, wich flaws gout ct 
tha Sanctuary. Tre major spaces of plants at Charupare 
are Calycopterts florfounde, Apcrosa lindleyara, Cycas 
Chainelis, Cation cioccaem, Zizyehus cere ete. Arcun'| 
4815 hrs, (heard e wasting eourd fom the neeroy scruD 
jungls. | vas net amillar with ths 2all | rushed to the spt 
and saw a night glding over the place. The bied was 
Tepeatedly making the call (‘sweesh") for twe te thr 

mmmutes, and it came down and set on 2 piace of rock and 
was engaged in haarking sects. twas gating der eo, the 
Dire was ret pioperly wsibia, By using 3 torch the white patch 
fon the wines ancital was however visible. Atound 16:45 hrs 
Telos sew anosh night gliding aver there bird. loteorved 
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that the second bird wes « lite diferent fom the ft Sed 
The zacond bid had ne prominent whits paler on ils ings 
find the peich wes totally absen! on the tall, After nearly © 
hc ofobservation| relurned and referiedo the Bites of Kerala 
(Salim Al, 1984) anc identiiac the bed as Frankll’snlgntjar 
(Capriradgas eins 


The next day on 9 March, about 05,00 hrs. | again visited 
the place end searched “te spo! where I saw the bird the 
Previous night. After an hour of palert observation, | was 
Alo fo fine ott the toasting place ef the male bc under a 
IMelastema melabathncum bush. The bitd wasn front o me 
rane wine sinily vinive The crnwm ara artin wan facly 
‘Yermictlated and the scapulars edged with rufcus buff and 
had large white outer ial feathere oly viebla during the fight. 
But these were absent in the female. The old was well 
tamoullaged aid was difficult Wo distinguish it bow is 
surrcuncings, On nvestigatcn, | was abietolccatethe female 
bird incubsting about 20 i. zway trom the mal tid. On 
further fvestization | was able find out two more rests 


nnessby, There were fo ayus excl, inthe lreeriestslocated 
by ma. During daytine :-e femal was siting on tre eggs. 
The unicuial Fang about sighterg was, era ete: Ino rests 


at. distance of enly 2% fe. from each ether 


“Tho agge Were laid on bare ground eleared of pobslee fer 
about 27 inohse in diameter. The eggs were oval In stape: 
pale reciist run, brow Lletchess ad salt dark bowe, 
pols oni, These were concentretecin he middle and bere 
were very few at the ens: There isnorecareef group restin, 
al forest iets lke ninvjats: Tee enna tonic 1? days thatch 
‘The averace measurement of 6 eqas ~> 90.8% 19.6 mm, 
‘This ebsenvation for Grartupara pohts outthet Capemulaus 
fins isa broeding roaidor: to Kerala and ftalzo does graun 
nesting, 
Reference 
AIS 1964) Birds of Ker, Borbay NavralHistoy Society Mural 
[AL Selimane ©.0. Mipley (104; andeoo cf the Brae hale ara 
Pakistan (cor pact xn). Onford Universty Pres, D3 
This study is a part of the monitering of Blcdversiy ot 
‘Keorampars panehaya!. expperted by D.BT and Centra fer 
Ezolegical Science} 


sae 


AREAPEEARANCES OF MALABAR GREY HORNBILLS 
IN THE KODHYAMALE RESERVE FOREST OF SOUTH 
CANAPA DISTRICT. f. SHYANA PRASAD RAO, Center 
for Ecological Sclences, Indlan Institute of Science, 
Bangalore 36 viz 

Dae are good indicators of the healt) of an exceyste, 
Habit destruction ie one of the most important reasons for 
lie disappeararica of any species fom a seriou locally. 
‘The tecoicnizetion of a species back to its original hore is 
Nol a common phenomenest and 60 | would lke ta share my 
obsevatiors with Newsetier read 

‘The Kedhyamalo Resorve Forsst (12 58° N and 75 8" E) is 
tusnall dese secondary evergreen ‘crest ofabout '200 acres 
(Glevation 250 meters) at Karina (ons of the plgrm cenlers) 
in South Canare Disitic: Tam in dose touch with he wild" 


ol this forest since the past si years. The re-eppearance of 
ombills is an interesting case, 


Thete were ro horsbils in the forest when | started my 
observations. But racently | constartly heard horbil cals 
And nn ORNANS matning | exw 8 grain at these Valaher 
eteyhomnblls on a Ficus tree, The next day I sawa grcup of 
fins birds sume dislarios sway. So thre ceuld be mers than 
tne group of ose Birds, According 'e laoa ecurces the Bled 
‘vias common ten years back and thereafter cleazpeared, It 
ie interesting tb speculate ftom whars the birds Fava come 
surrduneing atess are cafcrestec and tadly disturbed 
‘and herve the bids must have corne fn a iong distance. 


BIRDS WHILE JOGGING. JJ. SINGH, D3/, Rites Flas, 
‘Ashok Viher, Pheae 3, Delhi 170 052 


[hae fren jogoing or walking my way ta gard rent most 
cfm life Of fate, thes b2en mare welking and less jog2ing 
‘Tris has he'ped my bitdwate“ing ae | ain sble te seu mors 
birds while walking then when jogaing. However, even now, 
ny walks aro rater brsk as the piirany cbiestve at thal 
Time is finess end goo hee'th. Thus, specifi birding walks 
‘aie separate and limited to weet-ends o: helidays when | 
tan spste more fime, 

Be thats it may, eatlerthis year, | dscidec that even during 
uy flues! walks, could qusrify whsteverbirding I marge 
From February te June this year, | have bean recording the 
bid sper es thet | eae er hear duting the course of my walk 
‘Wh the “ans coming towards the end of Jure, walks rave 
tendac to bs less regular, Flos of my selPinposed study 


‘Walls tetinaen 6 and 7 am. anly count. 
| only count walks where | walk at least 50°, The average 
‘walle more Han thie 

‘The walk is through an urban park in Ashok Vihar in Nort 
Delt. It parlily covere Lull up area also. Tae park has 2 
‘ir ruber of ‘ange tees. 

| do not stop or sow cown te recognise a bird that | eanne 
idonify boyond doubt. Cniy birds postive Identiti by sighs 
‘er scuns ae Isted an my retum irom the walt, This means 
Thal sevall sels ard bieds thal Keep quist ars ofen missed 
| count irom the momart | leave my houss til aster aval 
‘Arong the survey resuts 

bis were seen on every walk, These Were house sparrow, 
‘common crew, ecmmon myna, blue roce pgson, colared or 
fing dove, gariah kite ard redvanted bubbul 

2 binds wore econ or heard 85% of the tme or over Thess 
were rese-inged parakes, litle brown dove and pied yn. 
2 birds were seen or heard cnly ance: ssctied owler, 
‘common babtier 

2 birds wore ssen less than 10% of the tire: green pigeon, 
rechhiskered bubul 

4 its were wostv heatd and seen only ona few accasons 
‘allo bid, ashy wren warbler, xosl, peafowl, 

Maximum number of eda on any single day: 20. 

Minimum sumer on ary single day: 14 

Average number: 18 


a 
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This should gve w eaaial Lidwaldhar in Delai ar idea et 
\what he is ikely ‘0 eee wien he looks around a garcen or 
park in Lehi, The tola number of speries seen over the 
entire period was 8A The somplte list is given below 


Heuse saarrow, commen cow, jung ere, commen myra, 
pied myna, arahmminy myn, pariah hie, ;seinced parakeet, 
lescoin Inaadod parsloat, lus reskenigeon, braun rackeat, 
goleen Eacked weospesker, white 2-eestes knqister,talor 
bird, ashy wren warbler, purple sunbid, roustant, maycic 
robin, esttle egret, pond heran, gray Fock, red ve"! 
but, red whskered bulbul, jungle pattie grey babbler, 
peatew) semman babbler. hsopee, wnitedbranetad mini 
trmeon breasted berbet. large green bavbrt, ring dovo, lite 
brown dove, 1c walle “apwiny, spolled owt, Koel, green 
pigcen and havik cuckuc, 

| ern sure readers |n Delhi wil tind this Inforaton Useful. 
am contirung ine wales ara mt tna gor smtererces at any 
pried, | shall lot the readers of the Newsletter know. 


RECORDS OF ORIENTAL PRATINCOLE (CLAREOLA 
MAGDIVARUM), INDIAN SNimMleR (RYNCHOPS 
ALBICOLLIS), INDIAN GOURSER (CURSORIUS 
COROMANDELICUS) AND YELLOW WATTLED 
LAPWING (VANELLUS MALRARICUS) IN KOTA, 
RAJASTHAN, JATINDER KAUR @ AN! NAIR?, WidlTe 
Insitute uF hs, Post Bus 2 £8; Chsrtdateni, Dcinathiy 
UP, “Hadail Naturaists Society, 81, Shopping Cane, Kot, 
Rajasthan, 


‘The samus ctane count, nideted by the Waifs Instiuce of 
India last year (1883), has been an ennual ‘esture end is 
‘organ‘zed for = week every yoar staring from 2tst June 
During the count thie yaar (2000), on 2ty June vi Vsitd 
Alois dam, 25 kms fom Kets sity We spottac a fev unusual 
bids along wit the sandgrouse ad redwatled lapwings On 
the mud bank, Iniialy. twas diffcut t: idantty the speci 
but when one of them flew from tre bank showing prominent 
rod uncer wine sever | thought that t aouid be the ore 
pratincols (lief meen 


‘We hired a boat fron a fish contractor to havo a clase’ look 
lab ese bles. On user cbsievilny, we wae Melt Io 
seo Iwenty-3oven cf ther, They hada strong peechy orange 
calotaticn on breast ard 2ell. Sines the colour pattern ot 
these binds nloaled breeding plumage (Grimmett ot a/ 0: 

‘we searched the mud benics fcr nests, but eocld not Ieoste 
tary, This was peste he fist ard ef arian praia 
inKeta clstict, The cocard auther has Focordoct these birds 
in Paighet while parteipating in tre Chamba River expediion 
= 1905 fram Keeho-2ypatian « Keta Yo Dhalotr in Rajasthan 


‘On the saine day thiae Indian skérrmers ware also ~ocondsd 
along witn a group of ver tems. Previously in 1990, Vyas 
rozorded sever Indian siémmera at 6 some Alnia dam (Vyas 
41990), The sighting of four Indian causes ancl ore yellow 
vwallled lapwing was aleo record (or Ue Hrs Ure In Ali 
dam (Vyas pers.comm). 


Reference 

Grn. arp C8 Ilo, 1c08. Sie lthelnean seen 
‘OxbraUrversty Press, eh 

Sanghe, HS. 1988) Sighings dl Indanskin~e* (Ayechans aco 
inkajasthan tarfrem es unl heii Nevslerer br Breuntchas. 
Vol 38.5 

ef (1900), Salus of endangeredresidert specss Ra ashen, 
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A NOTE ON THE INCIDENT OF JUVENILE GREY 

WAGTAIL (NOTACILLA CINEREA) SPITTING YELLOWISH 

LIQUID WHEN HANDLED. KIRAN PURANDARE, 62/8, 

‘Prashant, Erandawane Gzonthan, Off Karve Road, 

Pune 417 ca 


hive Birdwulehing al Dini (Distekcl:Kullu, Hinachal 
Pradesh) I spotted an adult male grey wagail (Motacita 
inoros) with an irsest in itz beak The bird was perched al 
the-ordy> of boulder, awaitinge earanzs. fe wa want sway, 
it andkc emongst bauldars and chrubbary on tho Eanks of 
tha river Bess. ied to sgot the male through 7 bivoculars 
(Gerla? Bean, mach in Puissia} but sould rt find amy trace 
1, Aflsr alll ar boul a minute, a malesadcanly sprang 
fron the base eFechge boule eb tio Might ing 1 
fanilic ‘Chiship Chiehig'all Wisin the noxt § minutes an 
adult arial (will Fiebleok ihroal bu. ye orer on breest) 
rived with coms lod. Au it cow pueesr by, i fow ofl ard 
sladied cielng scaund tha plage where tre nest vias hiddaa, 
It wae clear that the gair was disturbed due to @ bridge en 
the Bees river, quite slose wo ther nest. However, the birds 
managed to Teed their chicks whenever the level of 
Usha ate wits rorately luo, dealin T ed 
Find out fhe nest but could nol sucoees, The male sand the 
fernale cortnued :o feed the chicks with regule- inserval, 
Suderly | saw © purer oaming down froin she ncunlain 
tand picking up hachio« n is ight hand The portar.a young 
msn crossed te bridge ard approched us, He laughed al 
us and said 'Chide hai. Al of us gathores together and 
requested him to let the ofick free, He instantly agra to 
fourpropusal und bandaduvur thu chick Ww us Abwessaujuwnly 
{grey wagiall w'h short stubsy tail and overall ale plureag= 
Wile examining the young one | found a few blood sucking 
rmitoe on tha remigar ae wall ae naar fra rump. The mite 
ware a fille srallar than fre bed bugs ane dake slaak in 
‘colour While exarsining the bird, suddenly opensdits beak 
and spat seme watery substance on my pzimThe liquic 
twiet yellow and appacned to ine lie sigestive juice. Aflac 
thie insider | cid not old the chick any rove avd ieleawed 
it 


What was that iqcid? Was Ita part of the bld's defensive 
mechanism? 


My friends Pushkar Veldys, Stay Walve and Madhura 
Tatekar a'so witnessed the erissce, 


Readers and experts are requested fo give their comments 
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Checklist of birds recorded during the tral rom 
Manali Townshipte Sees Kune 


Observation serie: 16/2000 te 1916/2009 
uclevancet a (Frarecirustarcetnus| Ca head u-gjouney 
Himalayan waodpecier- (Onedhocoo.s hmalayerse 

‘Seay beled wocdiacke'- (Peus sqvanatve} anen Mp6 
‘thas moa Vashtfedirgon he sound 

Semon owe = usa ere) 

Eurasian sucioo -(Cuculus carers) 

asut 716 pr 

Granal nine dove ~ (Steptcpota artats): Quite 
thowghoet te el Bear 

Llsmmatgs er - (Gyeaau oareat): Observed st Boas Kurd. 
(Golnin st Duds Soler. Alo ebearved in cama wilh 
Himalayan offen vuures 

Himalayan aon - (Sips hires: Vary closely cbserved at 
Gaba, Sammy een anys 

Shier - einer beds) 

sve st «ales neamann) rsp back and we cles 
‘Cena caer ole dvranculsthad eaunt ecm apo in 
fistalosg arenas satne ior ae seer og ls 

Load stike = anus shat 

YYalayetted sls wagp' = resse Yausosns): Sen enly ence 
tinouch a hoe window a Yass i apps nner 
Lxgesiled cou - (Cords macremynenes) These Irge sows 
{te capatle of ann goat hgh Fr the Ft fa Cave we 
mare qe impressed oy rer ag. ling an ing Sete 
{rd ofan mitirensone them "det 5 

MMeasan godnn or = (Cok ova) 
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FEEDING HAGITS OF BARBETS. H5.A. YAHYA, Dept 


of Widiie Sciences Formerly known as Canta for Widlts 
2 Omithovoay) AML, Agar 


| would Ike to comment en the note of Lt, Gen. Balit Singh 
inthe recent Newsslla: (Vol. 40 (8): 82) regarding his 
Gheewabananberbew | ue evtensimlyunrksd snruvetan 
fon bathet'sarology, biology and he siould refer tomy resent 
publisticr V.ENIIS ol, 107 (1): 103-116). lmosrell poles 
ff Indian Earvets consune insecis, mar 20 duting the 
Dressing season. So the answer to his wet query $ 95. 
Thee is a great deal cf rivary, ompetiton and calousy in 
eympatie vongersiic spaces of barbeis, so much s9 that 
the lager one often enlarges the nestertanna cf hesmaller 
and destroys ‘he neki contenis: eggs, nestings. The 
Copyarsiith baitete in question might have been aeitates 
by the errval of the great barbel, espocialy ftrore was & 
reel or ihe tomer Ir he veinty. (here Is Na report ot one 
berbat eating the young of other spavice, nelther neve | 
‘eooidad any such evert durirg my prolongec observaions 
ishbarher= Mr Singhmay alan anna lt my panercn brrein'g 
belay of karbess in JBKHS (Vel. 85 (8): 499-522 & vel. 
(2). 424-400). Dome formation an dietary requlremsrss of 


biology cf bart it JENHS (Vol. 85 (8) : 493-822 & val. 8A 
(3): 454-658) Some informaton en dietary requiramen'sc 
crmson-throated barsets-Megalaima rubrcauills given in 
Yehya 1399 (Zoo's Print Vol. (1) 27), whle w syrepsia of 
my Ph. D. thesis publshed in NLBW vel, $3 /5): 97-92 
providooa adrnarutoncive noasuniantheceniogy and bidlogy 
of lndian cerbets 


POSTSGRIPTS ON FLYSATCHERS: Lt, Gen. BALJIT 


SINGH, “Sekhua’, RO. McCluskie Guni, Ost. Ranchi, Bitar 
239.208 


{hac a contimation on jhe benaviour a the Monarch 
flycatcher. Siting by a larga, ein weter storage, open vank 
landscaged ir between natural rocks and tress in the 
‘peenponne of nur sattage, tas Jered hy 9 tamale Maneroh 
She alighted on a branch 3f te wild jamun tree (Eugania 
Jambolara) pariy over hanging the tank. For a while sho 
flited etouttne branch and once assured of my bire-riendhy 
Erodes ites she vives sigh ily fe raion subnet Uplo 
the abdomen and ulled-up back ta tha aerch ell in one 
smceth lash. Drooping and half fanning out her wings. she 
Muted the body feathers ard preened all over with he tak 
‘and neck with great intent and in 2 kind of ecstasy. Iris 
lasted naaty two minulas and than she was gone. There 
‘were larva and insec's skimming the wete- but the bird had 
ret zargetied them as there wes just no evicence af chewing 
‘or swallowing en ra-emerging tom tha diva. Tels appeared a 
eliberare act of water-tathiry and whether itis Lei! minal 
Ife-eiyle or driven ta by the surnmer temperature ‘stor the 
omitoleclss 0 unravel? Cr enllchten us ameteurs 1 tis Is 
atl setabliched betavou 


Felovant to this obsrvation is the faci that or every one 
slghthe of fe Menaich there would 9¢ nearly twenty of the 
witte-throated ‘antail tlycatchars within our cottage 
cempound, The atter sub-species has never kesn seen 
hunting for nsects over or dicping into any water-celact ons 
in ct about our compound. The Monarch and paradise 
flyorichers have revasied this treit nn tw cecesians 
Incidentally, according to te distribution map in “Binds of 
ths ledian aub eentinent (page 602} the whi throated font 
fyeatoher does not ecour in Bihar thouch the factua status, 
allsast on the Cols Nagpar slaleau hese is lu Ue conta, 


| am sompted tp ehare-an amusing aside. There are te king 
cerows that hunt fer Insects / skmmers (°) fom this ten 
‘mosi mornings en¢ evenings. They sea7. algo to enccy 
putting up ths disalay. Bul whal amuses me is their 
‘iscrirination senveen our pet mangrels anc ihe lebrecor, 


Foy, hey ignore the mons-lsbutlove tease the labrador 
ibsieg en exote| suppose), even tough he fe too gona 
And ated rot to got provoked into chosing or baring at 
har livngcreture (except re toogye).Thoking Cour 
descent lothelowest ot branchns, ven ons talks crass, 
hivap atthe ibrar frcatously ane ly suuyesinig “ena 
radtycucart : 

\ think Ihave bee singularly lucky 19 witness repeated, 
rendom displays of tie pariecar bonaour © ins Morn 
ficaicher. Once agen twas a errale monarch, over the 
Sarre nator ark an! i the ear over Panging brinch of 
the jamun tree. Only ls tme ane alighted on tne branch 
snore ta sor thes ieatskove the water She echod 
intheeye, briming vith fearess happeiese enctencurvyed 
the water Ste launchd mos elu eral gle lou ot 
about four Gel ror where no" aerch had bac, ences the 
Side ‘er m ritisecond ana in met process tne wings 
Tesarbed the concave sels ota bos tat aganstt"e brezze 
that epped te lower half ther body i the water Wick 
any dssemisi chee i tha asrouyerris ofthe pide, sho 
pileup ang about sndtew bac tha same perch Ficting 
{he feathers iva a near ach sha praoned and cneeped al the 
vile n.gey ebencsn, T-0 next moment she Wes gone fh 
Dad vth ts finally rest my ease. 


aod 
HOUSE SPARROW (PASSER DOMESTICUS) 
DISAPPEARING FROM THE URBAN AREAS. HARIEH R 
UAT, Centre for Ezoiogical Soences, Indian Insite of 
Suisnx, Burgaloe 660 912 


Chine. ahi. chip, cary in tha rioming ong sotdd haar 
calla lew years back very frequently, These litle birds 
“nould 4 in larga groupe traning human habtatan ae their 
‘orn nabitt. On the wooden ealings of old hauses, behind 
Se rortaits hung on the wall ey you's ne'slly yather, wast 
and breed Alsc ni ‘rort of the g-an metchenis shop ove 
‘ould see them seckngthesclloverg’ains, But today, were 
Fave these spzrrews gona? Aro thoy stiring f wilagos? Oe 
they try 10 aveld heavy 2alltion ? 


When emihoiogiste wers consuted, thay said one of the 
reasons may bs the node sty earchitecture of the houses, 
Popo go fer conorsto ria buildinge. This might ake th 
sparrows shift their hab tats. Another reascn could be the 
Usage of maccticides in agriculture “esulting ir Inck of 
atsipilars and cther Insects for the spatrous to teed on. 
We find eparroes only in the vilagee were thers is stl led 
oof hcuses, are placce where the farmers use lees 
insect odes. 
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(Gover ‘Mallard (Anas platyrhyncho3). Ine mele mallard has a 
mictalie green herd ane neck, yalew hil, ravraw white solar 
‘and chestrut brecst, Mallard i one of the mort common and 
‘nidesuisad ducks in the world ara ackrowlesged as the 
“ancesfor 0 all ou demestic ducks, This typea daboing dusk 
esd tipping til to react acuate plerte, secds, tae 
fies avay vith power wing 
varisting sound, 


sid sterron Whory diotirbed tho mallard 
Yerlsaly oF the vater anc sui 
‘sroles, hich prguce a cst 


